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CSHP 2015 Objective 3.2 

In 100% of hospitals and related healthcare 
settings, pharmacists will be actively involved in 

the development and implementation of 
evidence-based drug therapy protocols and/or 

order sets. 



Background 
•  Infection Prevention & Control Committee 

•  Multi-disciplinary committee 
•  Surveillance review & Outbreak management 
•  C. difficile infection rate @ the Cross Cancer 

Institute compared to National benchmark 
rate 



Background 



Why a pre-print order? 
•  Pre-Print Order for chemotherapy are used 

regularly 
•  Standardize testing  
•  Standardize clinical definitions 
•  Systematic treatment plan 
•  Increase awareness of status of each individual 

case 
•  Education resource for current Best Practice 

Guidelines 



Methods 
•  Literature search…. 
•  Definitions / clinical staging / antimicrobial Tx  
•  Feedback from Infectious Disease physicians, 

Oncology physicians, Associate physicians 
•  Feedback from nurses 
•  Feedback from pharmacists 
•  Edited pre-print orders accordingly 





Results: Highlights of Pre-Print Order 
•  Documentation of C. difficile toxin test date 

•  Classify the infection - mild to moderate 
     - severe 
     - severe complicated 

•  Determine initial infection or first re-infection 

•  Definitions & monitoring parameters 



Results: Highlights of Pre-Print Order 
Mild to Moderate Infection 

•  Metronidazole 500 mg po STAT, then TID x 14 days 

Severe Infection 
•  Discontinue metronidazole 
•  Vancomycin 125 mg po STAT, then QID x 14 days 

Severe Complicated 
•  Consult Infectious Disease Physician 



Implementation  
•  Nursing in-services 
•  Included in nursing mandatory re-certification 

•  Pharmacy in-services 
•  Discussions with doctors 
•  Surveillance -  patient status & outcome  

         -  monitor use of pre-print 



Pre-print Benefits:  
Focused Pharmacy clinical services 

•  Identify patients with C. difficile infection 
•  Patient status & therapy plan 
•  Medication review  
•  Target interventions 

Pharmacist role & responsibility: 
promoting optimal antimicrobial use 


